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Volume-32 — August 2026 

                                  

AMA Chartered Club #1140 

About GSWAM 

The Greater Southwest Aero Model-
ers radio control flying club is a 
nonprofit organization. Membership 
is nondiscriminatory and open to 
anyone who agrees to abide by club 
rules. A condition of membership 
for insurance purposes is current 
affiliation with the Academy of Mod-
el Aeronautics (AMA). The club fly-
ing field is located on the north side 
of Randol Mill Road, 0.4 miles east 
of Highway 820 at 6903 Randol Mill 
Rd. Visitors are welcome whenever 
the gate is unlocked. Regular club 
meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of each month at the 
McDonald's restaurant at Precinct 
Line #25720 769 Airport Fwy at 7:30 

Tim Lovett—Club President 

Newsletter Editor - Sonny Coleman 

Tail Spinner  

Newsletter Mark 

August 11th, 2026 GSWAM Business Meeting 

Minutes (page1 of 2) 

Business Meeting Location: McDonalds Restaurant 1732 Pipeline Rd 

Hurst, TX 

Meeting Called to Order: Tuesday August 11th, 2026 at 7:30 PM by club 

president Tim Lovett 

Members In Attendance: 16 

Business Meeting Minutes Approval: The July 2026 business meeting 

minutes were approved by a majority show of hands vote by the attending 

club members. Motion to approve the July 2026 business meeting minutes 

was made by Dana Pierce and seconded by Frank Rowell.  

Field Report: Darrell Abby reported the flying field grounds had been 

mowed and the grounds trimmed recently and the runway was in good 

shape. The sprinkler system has been working properly running the pro-

grammed sprinkler schedules for the past month. The mowers have been 

performing well lately. Darrell noted the hog wire fence at the north end of 

the property had been cut multiple times and then repaired. Area homeless 

people are suspected to be the fence vandals cutting the north property 

fence repeatedly. Darrell also noted the mowing crew is now mowing the 

grass on Friday only.  

Treasurers Report: Club treasurer Michael Madar reported all club bills are 

paid and current. A detailed treasurers report is included in this (August 

2026) newsletter.  

2026 Bob McDuff Texas Scale Championship Update: Tim reported he is 

contacting the event’s flight judges to prepare for the event. The event polo 

shirts have not yet been ordered.  

DogFest Event $400.00 Donation: There was a discussion regarding where 
to donate the clubs $400.00 donation funds to. The general consensus 
among attending club members was to only donate to Ft. Worth area animal 
shelters to help the local animal shelter’s operations. Keith “Sparky” Sparks 
recommended investing in pet supplies like food and cat litter rather than do-
nating money.  

 

 
Continued P-2 

2026 Club Officers 

President: Tim Lovett  - 817-239-6401 

Vice President: Randy Mayhew  -  817-919-3803 

Secretary: Sonny Coleman  -  682-408-1830 

Treasurer: Michael Madar  -  817-371-6380 

Safety Officer:  Rick Shook  -  817-832-2118 



2  

August 11th, 2026 GSWAM Business Meeting Minutes (page2 of 2) 

Randol Mill Construction Update: No updates regarding the Randol Mill construction project. 

GSW Club Banquet: Tim Lovett reported the November 7
th 2026

 club dinner event venue was going to be at 

Raven’s Grill within the Texas Star Golf course facility. Entry Fee $10.00 and attendees pay for their own meals. 

Those of us who regularly visit Raven’s Grill can attest the food there is very good and their meals are reasona-

bly priced with most meals costing less than $15.00 per person (minus drinks). Get your tickets from Tim Lovett 

or Michael Madar. 

Lawrence Harville’s Birthday Celebration: On August 22
nd

 at 6:00PM there will be a birthday celebration for 

Lawrence at his residence. Come on out and celebrate Lawrence’s 80
th
 birthday 

Model of the Month: N/A 

August 2026 Raffle: This month there were two HobbyTown $10.00  gift certificates to be raffled off: #1 was 

won by Dana Pierce and gift card #2 was won by Ryan Anderson. 

2026 Membership Registration: New/Renewing club members can sign-up at the Hurst HobbyTown USA 

store located at 746 Grapevine Hwy, Hurst, TX 76054. Members can also sign-up at the flying field if a club of-

ficer is present. See Rick Shook at the flying field to sign up. New and renewing members can also sign-up at 

any regularly scheduled monthly club meeting. Link to 2026 GSWAM Membership Application: https://

gswam.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026_membership-application-oct_15_2025.pdf 

August 2026 Business Meeting Minutes provided by Sonny Coleman 

 

 

 

 

https://gswam.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026_membership-application-oct_15_2025.pdf
https://gswam.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026_membership-application-oct_15_2025.pdf
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Presidents Report 

HOT!  HOT! HOT!  It has been very hot this month. I hope you have been well, but please keep 
hydrated while at the field. 

Our Texas Scale Championships contest is September 11-13.  That is coming fast!  See the fly-
er in this newsletter.  The 11

th
 is mostly for out of town contestants to be able to fly the field for 

familiarity.  So, make sure to welcome them that afternoon and give them a chance to fly.   

Another item on the coming schedule is our annual banquet.  That will be on November 7
th
, at 

6:00 PM.  We will be going to the Raven’s Grille at Texas Star Golf Course in Euless, TX.  See 
the flyer in this newsletter.  Sonny is putting together a historical slide show of GSW history from 
the 70’s to present day.  I think it will be a wonderful look at banquets, mall shows, competitions 
and field photographs through the years.  There are many photos of past and present members 
and some of the pioneers through the years that have unfortunately passed onto their heavenly 
rewards.  Please consider attending this one! 

The field is looking great thanks to the efforts of our hard working maintenance crew.  Check out 
the photos in Darrell Abbey’s field report.  They painted all 14 tables under the shelter this past 
Tuesday.  Thank them when you see them.  They are the reason we all have such a nice facility 
to enjoy our sport! 

I am not alone in wishing for cooler temperatures and less winds in the future months.  Going 
out in 100 degree weather with 20 MPH winds is like stepping into a blast furnace.  But, I think 
milder days are coming! 

Godzilla visited the field on June 5
th
 and I got  a photo of him!  Enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would consider helping out at the scale contest by taking a judges position, please give me a call.  
817 239-6401. 

I hope to see you at the field!  Keep the shiny side up! 

 

Tim Lovett 
President 
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FIELD REPORT  August 20, 2026 

The dog days of summer have browned our turf but the runway is still in good condition. The 

mowing and maintenance crew is mowing once per week right now or as needed. The sprinkler 

system runs every Tuesday and Friday nights. The mowers are holding their own. The “North 

End Vandals” continue to cut the hog fence in multiple locations just for fun. And we continue to 

repair it. Other visitors are the armadillos or skunks rooting up the runway grass and digging 

holes. 

On Tuesday, August 18 the crew and other volunteers power washed, sanded, and painted all 

the worktables. See pictures. Come fly with us. Mornings are a good choice if you can. 

Darrell Abby 
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FIELD REPORT  August 20, 2026 

More Workday Photos 
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August 2026 Treasurers Report 

August has certainly been a warm month with hardly any rain for relief; seems flying has slowed 

down as well. This is a good time to get those planes ready for what I believe is the best flying 

season here, mid-September through Thanksgiving, which provides great temperatures and fa-

vorable winds. Financial matters have slowed down for the Club as well as there are just a few 

membership transactions, and we are steady in our cost management.  

September brings our newly expanded and named “NASA Scale Regional Shoot Out West” Con-
test,11-13 September.  Should be fun, review the information, get your favorite planes ready and 
join the flying fun. Link here:  N.A.S.A. Scale Regional Shootout West 2026 – R/C | National As-
sociation of Scale Aeromodelers 
Contest flying provides an atmosphere that is both challenging and rewarding. There are always 

amazing planes to see and awesome flying in all categories, so come out and be a part of it!  

As we start our preparation for the end of the year a couple of notes.  My position as Club Treas-

urer is up for reconsideration/renewal, if you are interested in becoming involved in the Club and 

you are curious in what it entails, please contact me or talk with President Tim about your interest 

in being Club Treasurer.  Also, the GSW Club Dinner has been announced for 7 November at the 

Texas Star Golf Course, this is a very nice, enjoyable facility with really good food. The dinner is 

a wonderful occasion to relax with club members and provides an opportunity to bring your 

“Spouse/Significant Other and/or Friend” to enjoy and be introduced to the names behind the 

stories we bring back from the flying field. So, add it to your social calendar… 

Stay cool and ENJOY… 

Michael 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://nasascale.org/event/n-a-s-a-scale-regional-shootout-west-2026-r-c/
https://nasascale.org/event/n-a-s-a-scale-regional-shootout-west-2026-r-c/
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Field Photos 
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X-88 Project Update 

Darrell Abby’s RV-4 

The ‘X-88 Project’ was born last February when Eddie Newman, Mike Madar, and Darrell Abby 

decided to each build the 85.5” Vans RV-4. The build started with Wendell Hostetler plans; Ed-

die Newman drew some design changes and created a file for laser cutting most of the wood 

parts. Al Cannan did the laser cutting. Darrell’s plane is ready for driveway engine run. The 

DLE 40 twin swings a Zoar 19 x 8 prop; total weight is 24.5 lb. Maiden flight coming soon. 
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GSW 2026 Event Schedule 
 (and Surrounding Events) 

September 9: GSW MEETING 

 

Sept 9-12: B-17 Gathering Bomber Field 

Sept 11, 12 & 13:  NASA West Regional Shootout (S)  “GSW” 

Sept 12: EDF Fly-in                  FtW Thunderbirds 

Sept 16-20:  Roswell Air Races  

Sept 19: 30th Annual IMAC Challenge    Texoma RC Club 
 
Sep 26 Float Fly        N. Dallas R/C Club 
 

Oct: 9-11: GSW H.O.G.S. Helicopter Fly-in          Chase Walkins 

                                                                                                                     

Oct 13: GSW Meeting 

Oct: 9-10: Tyler WWI Dawn Patrol     Tyler R/C Club 

Oct: 16-17: Warbirds Over Texas     N. Dallas R/C Club 
                                     

OCT 17: GSW All Scale Fun-Fly   Barry Ponder 
 
(Oct 23-25: GSW H.O.G.S. Helicopter Fly-In Rain Date) 

Nov 7: GSW N.E.E.D Food Drive              Randy Mayhew 

NOV 7: GSW Club Dinner                Texas Star Golf Course 

Dec 5: GSW Toys for Tots     Randy Mayhew 

Dec 8: GSW Meeting 

 

(S) AMA Sanctioned Event                       Updated: 8/19/202 by  Michael Madar 

 
New Event 
**   Date Change 



13  



14  

GSWAM Information/Documents Website  
Find club documentation information, like club event schedules, official club docu-
ments, map to field, club roster, newsletter archive, and membership applications can 
quickly and easily be accessed without having to search Facebook. 
  
Information for visitors and newcomers about where to find the club flying field, what 
is required to fly at the club flying facility, and how and where to sign-up and become 
a new/renewing club member. There are links to the AMA for AMA signup and AMA/
FAA information. Links to register with the FAA and a “TRUST” test link. 
   
Club Website: https://gswam.org   Check it out! 
 

https://gswam.org

